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author's Encyclopedia of Sacred Theology, reviewed in these pages last 
year, is decidedly readable. It is full of vigorous thought, and minis- 
ters to mental enlargement. The printed page, which looks as if it had 
been made abroad, presents far more than its due share of typographical 
errors. 

William N. Clarke. 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, N Y. 

Theology as Science, and its Present Position and Prospects in 
the Reformed Church. By W. Hastje, D.D., Professor of 
Divinity in the University of Glasgow. Glasgow : James 
MacLehose & Sons, 1899. Pp. 114. 2s. 

This little volume contains three introductory lectures, the first two 
to students at the Glasgow Divinity School at the opening of the last 
session, the third being the author's inaugural delivered three years 
ago. The subjects are, " Theology as Science," " Theology as Scientific 
Knowledge of God," "The Present Position and Prospects of the 
Theology of the Reformed Church." 

In the first lecture he seeks to show that, while theology is not a 
physical science, nor possible by the method of physical science, it is 
yet a historical science so far as it has to do with the history and com- 
parison of religions ; also that, while it is not merely philosophy, 
which is rather a method of thought than a science, it is, nevertheless, 
scientific and systematic knowledge of God. In the second lecture he 
discusses two leading definitions of theology : (1) theology as science 
of religion, (2) theology as science of God. According much merit 
to the forms, he objects to its subjective character, and accepts the 
second, holding that religious phenomenology involves ontology, the 
denial of which is the tendential error of the present. " Theology is 
scientific, objective, and theognostic," he says. Thus the supreme 
function of theology is to advance from faith to scientific knowledge of 
God. He closes with a strong plea for the right of theology to its 
place in the university. The third lecture is an able defense of the 
theology of the Reformed church, urging that its historic strength has 
been in its objective theological principle. 

Without estimating the author's position, which would carry us too 

far afield, it may be said that his point of view is mainly traditional, 

yet with sympathy for the new movements. 

George B. Foster. 
The University of Chicago. 



